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I. Introduction
The Village of Mazomanie Parks and Recreation Committee presents this Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP) as the basis for assurance that adequate park, open space and
recreational resources are available for both present and future residents of the Village and in
support of its long-range vision for sustainable growth and development. This plan recognizes
that the Village of Mazomanie has its own set of unique needs and opportunities that can be
best met through a planning and implementation process involving the Village Board, Parks and
Recreation Committee, Village staff, and residents.
The Village of Mazomanie is a moderately growing community in Dane County. As the Village
continues to expand, additional park areas must be acquired and developed. Recreation
planning has become an essential element of long-range community planning and part of a
framework for local economic development. Increased leisure time, renewed emphasis on
physical fitness, and the need to find relief from the pace of life in urbanizing communities has
underlined the need for expanded recreational facilities. In addition, parks serve the valuable
function of providing green open space in an increasingly urbanizing environment. As a
community grows and densities increase, parks function as the focal point for community
aesthetics. They also serve as important habitats for urban wildlife and as laboratories for
environmental and conservation education.
With its ideal location in the Driftless region, the Village sees the potential to become a
recreational hub to the region and serve as a land and water crossroads for a wide variety of
activities such as biking, hiking, climbing, hunting, fishing, paddle sports, horseback riding,
camping, cross country skiing, and snowmobiling.
An attempt has been made in planning Mazomanie’s parks to view outdoor recreation facilities
as part of a system serving diverse functions for all community members and stakeholders. A
park is not a single-use facility serving only limited groups in the community. Rather, there
needs to be an emphasis on providing diverse outdoor recreational opportunities for all ages
and social groups and to help foster local economic development. In viewing the parks as part of
a system, such issues as access, neighborhood aesthetics, and multiple uses of environmental
resources are elements of parks and recreation planning.
The Village is home to several unique landscape features including Black Earth Creek, Lake
Marion, and Conservancy Bluff, and is adjacent to the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway and
thousands of acres of county and state public lands. The Village of Mazomanie wishes to
protect, preserve, and enhance these unique features. The Village recognizes that the
protection of natural areas benefits both wildlife and people.
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Development pressures facing the Village present
unique requirements and opportunities for the
community to provide a balance of traditional
management concepts and the provision of urbanlike facilities and services. The desire of the Village
to maintain a “small-town character” dictates that
development opportunities incorporate open space
requirements and that significant land resources be
devoted to parks, open space, and recreational
facilities.

Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plans (CORP) are required by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources to be eligible for grant
programs, including the development
of parks and trails. They must be
updated every five years to maintain
eligibility.

This Plan has been developed by the Village using the 2009 Comprehensive Plan, the 2015
Community Outdoor Recreation Plan, and the 2016 Mazo 2020 Economic Positioning Strategy.
An up-to- date CORP is required to be eligible for participation in State and Federal funding in
addition to establishing and reinforcing the fundamental planning direction for Village parks and
recreation areas.
This Plan consists of a description of the planning method and region, an inventory of existing
resources and facilities, a needs assessment, and an action plan.
The CORP should be reviewed each year and be updated at least every five years in order for the
Village to remain eligible for all available funding opportunities. The Village shall obtain public
comments and assess community attitudes for the purpose of informing residents about the
Plan and modifications thereto. After such public participation, the Village Board of Trustees,
shall adopt the plan, as amended.
This CORP is not intended to be a static document; rather, the Plan will continue to evolve as the
Village’s needs and goals change and new priorities are identified. Plan amendments are
common and should be considered part of the planning process between plan adoption and the
next, five-year formal plan update. Amendments must follow the same process as the original
plan as outlined in this section.

II. Plan Goals & Policies
The following Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan goals and policies are statements that
will apply in general to all endeavors of the Village’s Parks and Recreation Committee and Board
of Trustees Following each goal are policies and philosophies that will be used to implement the
goals of this plan. These policies are not all-inclusive and are intended only to outline general
recreation policies. These policies are to be used together with the “Agriculture, Natural &
Cultural” policies in the Village of Mazomanie Comprehensive Plan.
Goal A: Provide adequate park, recreation, and open space facilities for the enjoyment of all
segments of the Village’s population. Policies:
• To recognize the differing nature of open space needs, from locally provided
neighborhood parks and community-wide facilities, to County-maintained largescale resource areas.
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•

To encourage the development of parks and open spaces accessible to all residents
as well as using open space preservation as a vehicle for protecting the historic,
aesthetic, and cultural heritage of Mazomanie.
To provide outdoor recreation facilities for Mazomanie residents, regardless of age
and physical condition, that achieve maximum individual and family health through
those outdoor activities which promote cardiovascular fitness and high-level
wellness.

Goal B: Take full advantage of the Village’s cultural and natural resources, realizing that these
are for the most part finite and irreplaceable. Policies:
• To guide the location and design of urban development in order to minimize
potential adverse impacts on the quality of ground and surface waters.
•

To develop a program of designation and acquisition of open space and resource
protection areas, with lands to be acquired in advance of need to reduce purchase
costs and to provide additional features for the guidance of the design and location
of subsequent development.

•

To recognize that the Village of Mazomanie’s unique identity is in part defined by
the scenic vistas and open space provided by agricultural lands east of the Village
and wetlands to the north. The Village recognizes that these lands provide benefits
beyond economic value.

•

To adopt mapped
environmental corridors for the
preservation of natural
resources, including the open
space system, and natural vistas
as guidance tools for the
location and pattern of
developed areas.

•

To act to become a recreational hub to the region and serve as a land and water
crossroads for a wide variety of activities such as biking, hiking, climbing, hunting,
fishing, paddle sports, horseback riding, camping, cross country skiing, and
snowmobiling.

Environmental corridors include those lands
forming continuous, linear systems of natural
resource features and/or public open space
and recreation lands. Examples of features
within an environmental corridor include
parks, recreation trails, wooded steep slopes,
water drainage parkways, wetlands and
floodplains.

Goal C: Preserve the natural features within the Black Earth Creek watershed. These features
include such areas as lakes, streams, wetlands, prairies, and woodlands. Policies:
• To preserve the bluffs south of the Village.
•

To encourage land use patterns and practices that preserve the integrity of the
natural water-related system, including the balance between ground and surface
waters.

•

To incorporate natural drainage patterns and erosion control measures in the design
of urban development.
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•

To preserve the role of wetlands and woodlands as essential components of the
water-related system as well as valuable wildlife habitat, and to restore degraded
wetland resources where possible.

•

To protect floodplain areas, emphasizing their value to the community as potential
focal points of natural beauty and recreation.

Goal D: Provide better pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular access to all parks and recreation
facilities. Policies:
• To provide for a comprehensive trail system to connect all existing and proposed
park and recreational facilities.
•

To provide for a trail hub in the center of Village that connects to parks, outlying
areas of the Village, area schools, and toward Middleton.

Goal E: Restore and preserve potential natural areas such as highway rights-of-way.
Goal F: Realize that there is an important link between recreation development and
environmental quality. Through proper environmental planning the Village can maintain a
positive relationship with the environment. Policy:
•

To develop a system of open spaces which would be multifunctional in nature,
providing storm drainage, neighborhood recreational space, and a secondary
circulation system for pedestrians and bicycles, and linked where possible with
other recreational and resource open space areas and corridors.

III. Definitions
The definitions used in this Plan have been modified and simplified from standard definitions
often utilized in other outdoor recreation plans to better reflect the current and planned size
and context of the Village pf Mazomanie. Since Mazomanie is a relatively small community, it is
not feasible or desirable for the community to support larger sizes as typically defined. Instead
single park areas should fulfill the functions of a variety of types so that there is a diversity of
recreational opportunities available in the community.
Playlots and Totlots
This type of facility is essentially a substitute for the backyard for higher-density areas.
Neighborhoods where there are concentrations of multi-family housing may require playlots.
These may be provided by an apartment complex developer or by the community. Playlots may
also be provided as a section of a neighborhood park or playground. Site development should
include walkways, benches, landscaping and a designated totlot with sandboxes and play
devices for preschoolers. The recommended service area for a playlot or totlot is the immediate
facility and in no case no more than one-eighth of a mile radius from the lot.
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Neighborhood Park
Neighborhood parks provide open space and opportunities for active and passive recreation for
both young and old (particularly the elderly and mothers with young children). Ideally, these
parks should be located no more than one-quarter mile from home and, if possible, should be
associated with a natural feature. Access to these recreation areas should be safe and easy,
avoiding major thoroughfares or other obstacles. The desirable size for neighborhood parks is
3.5 acres to 6.0 acres with a minimum size of approximately 2.0 acres. Site development should
include walkways, benches, picnic facilities and play equipment, open space for field games, and
parking facilities
Neighborhood Playground
A neighborhood playground is usually provided in conjunction with an elementary school and
mainly serves the recreation needs of children ages 5 to 12. The playground’s size is dependent
on the types of activities it supports and facilities it provides. Playground apparatus, ballfields,
basketball courts, and open playfields are common in these areas. The service area for such a
recreation area is highly variable, but a radius of one-quarter mile is common.
Playfield
A playfield provides active and organized recreation space for older youths, adults, and family
groups. It is designated to accommodate activities that cannot be included at smaller sites. A
separate area for spectators is generally desirable. Playfields are often part of school grounds
and community parks.
Because some portions of the playfield may be used for highly competitive sports, proper site
location or a landscaped buffer strip should be utilized to protect nearby residential properties
from noise and disturbance. The playfield should be accessible by way of a major street and
should have provisions for off- street parking. Minimum acreage for a playfield is 5 acres with a
service area of one-half to three-quarters of a mile—for the Village currently this should serve
the entire community. A more desirable acreage for a playfield is 8-12 acres.
Community Park
This type of park usually serves the entire community and is under municipal administration.
Although size is not always a sound criterion for classifying parks, it is generally recognized that
community parks are more spacious than neighborhood parks or playgrounds. In addition to the
kinds of facilities provided at neighborhood parks, these parks may provide swimming pools,
hiking, or bicycling trails, more elaborate playfields with spectator facilities, shelter and toilet
buildings, and tennis courts.
Trails and Linear Parkways
This type of area includes sidewalks, officially designated bicycle trails, snowmobile trails, hiking
trails, and pathways connecting neighborhoods with parks, schools, and other recreational
areas. Often, such lands are leased or contained on the right-of-way of existing transportation
corridors. Linear parkways may include minimal facilities such as benches, picnic tables or
playlots. The most efficient linear trail systems either connect to a larger trail system or have a
defined final destination.
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Specialized Recreation Areas
Golf courses, historic sites, conservancy areas, and floodplains are examples of specialized
recreation areas. Most of these have limited active recreation value and are developed for
specialized recreation or are not always available for use by the public. Ownership may be
public, quasi-public or private. Although such areas are not usually considered parks, it must be
recognized that specialized areas are important adjuncts to a community and its parks program.
Conservancy Park
Conservation parks have no minimum size requirements; however, areas are generally of
sufficient size to enable desired protection of the features within the site. They consist of
environmentally important areas in their natural state, such as native plant communities,
wetlands, geological features and, in some cases, represent purely aesthetic values. They may
provide outdoor study facilities for school and/or public use.
Greenways
Greenways have no minimum acreage requirements. They follow principal utility easements or
stormwater drainageways serve to maintain proper drainage levels, groundwater stabilization,
and utility access. They may be enlarged at specific locations and provide the required area and
facilities for a park. Existing drainage greenways are considered as having potential for park use
when sufficient area exists for such use without significant alteration of the existing topography.

IV. Planning Region
The Village of Mazomanie is located in the western half of Dane County, surrounded mostly by
the Town of Mazomanie. The Village shares a relatively short boundary with the Town of Black
Earth to the south. The Village boundaries have expanded slowly over the years. Due to natural
barriers such as flood plains and wetlands, the Village is largely unable to expand to the north.
However, land to the west and south of the Village is classified by Dane County as acceptable for
building and therefore presents some potential for expansion. The Village annexed a large area
to the east in 2006 in order to accommodate neighborhood growth, which includes long-range
planning for residential, commercial, and open space uses. The current property owner has not
sought Village approval for its development
A.

Social Characteristics

Mazomanie is a moderately growing community with an estimated January 1, 2019 population
of 1,679 residents, according to the Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA). Mazomanie
has been, and is expected to be, one of the slow to moderately growing communities in Dane
County. The DOA projects that the Village will grow to a total population of 1,780 residents by
the year 2025.
Past Trends
The chart below shows the population growth patterns in the Village of Mazomanie between
1970 and 2019. The Village of Mazomanie grew at a rate of 1 percent per annum throughout
much of the 1990’s and the first decade of the 2000’s. Between 2000 and 2019 the Village saw
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an estimated increase of population of 27 persons for an annual increase of 0.18 percent. Past
trends for the Village’s total population, number of households and average household size are
reflected in Table 3.1.
Table 3.1 Population Trends for Village of Mazomanie
Year

Population
Estimate

% Change

# of Households

Avg. Household Size

1,217
1,248
1,377
1,485
1,606
1,624
1,652
1,679

-2.5
10.3
7.8
8.1
1.1
1.7
1.63

N/A
N/A
508
594
N/A
N/A
689
744

N/A
N/A
2.7
2.5
N/A
N/A
2.4
2.33

1970 Census
1980 Census
1990 Census
2000 Census
2007 Estimate/Projection †
2008 Estimate/Projection †
2010 Census
2019 Estimate/Projection †

Sources: Wisconsin Dept. of Administration and U.S. Census Bureau
† 2007 and 2008 Household Figures are Projections from Wisconsin Dept. of Administration

Population Projections
The DOA prepares population estimates and projections for all municipalities in the state. Table
3.2 reflects the population estimates and projections for the Village of Mazomanie. The
projected increase of 213 residents between 2000 and 2040 would reflect an increase of 12.9
percent.
Table 3.2 Village of Mazomanie Population Projections
Growth Projections
Population
Households
Persons per Household
% Increase in Population from 2010
Population

2025

1,780
772
2.31
7.7

2030

1825
799
2.28
10.5

2035

1,850
818
2.26
12

2040

1865
830
2.25
12.9

Source: Wisconsin Dept. of Administration

Demographics
The median age of Village residents (36.2.3 years) is slightly higher than for Dane County (34.9)
and slightly lower than for the State of Wisconsin (39.6). Table 3.3 provides a breakdown of the
Village’s population by age group from the 2017 American Community Survey. (Source: U.S.
Census, Bureau 2017 American Community Survey)
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Table 3.3 Village of Mazomanie Age Distribution (Year 2017)

Age

Number

Percent
of Total

Under 5 Years
5 to 9 Years
10 to 14 Years
15 to 19 Years
20 to 24 Years
25 to 34 Years
35 to 44 Years
45 to 54 Years
55 to 64 Years
65 to 74 Years
75 and Older
Total

136
152
79
90
83
314
207
246
248
129
73
1757

7.7
8.7
4.5
5.1
4.7
17.9
11.8
14
14.2
7.3
4.2
--

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 American Community Survey

Between 2006 and 2019, the number of new housing starts in the Village of Mazomanie
fluctuated from a high of 19 new dwelling units in 2006 to low of zero new dwelling units in
2014. Table 3.4 provides a breakdown of the number of new home building permits issued by
the Village of Mazomanie between the years of 2006 and 2019.
Table 3.4 Village of Mazomanie New Home Permits
Year

Number of Permits

2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

19
8
3
7
6
1
1
3
0
1
2
3
9
8

Source: U.S.State of the Cities Data Systems
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B. Physical Characteristics
General Setting

Source: Wisconsin Land Legacy Report. Wisconsin DNR, 2002, 2006

The Village of Mazomanie is located on the boundaries of several Ecological Landscapes as
defined by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The Village is located
primarily within the Western Coulee & Ridges Landscape but lies within close proximity to the
Central Sand Hills, Southwest Savanna and Southeast Glacial Plains Landscapes.
Western Coulee and Ridges Landscape
This ecological landscape is characterized by highly eroded, unglaciated topography. Steep-sided
valleys are heavily forested and often managed for hardwood production. Agricultural activities,
primarily dairy and beef farming, are typically confined to valley floors and ridge tops. Large,
meandering rivers with broad floodplains are also characteristic of this landscape. They include
the Mississippi, Wisconsin, Chippewa, Black, La Crosse, and Kickapoo. The floodplain forests
associated with these riverine systems are among the largest in the Upper Midwest. Spring fed,
coldwater streams that support robust brown and brook trout fisheries are common throughout
the area. Soils are typically silt loams (loess) and sandy loams in the uplands and alluvial or
terrace deposits in the valley floors.
Water Resources
Black Earth Creek
The Village is located within the Black Earth Creek Watershed, which covers 103 square miles in
western Dane County and the northeastern corner of Iowa County. Black Earth Creek eventually
drains into the Wisconsin River to the west of the Village. The glaciated morainal landscape
within this watershed contains many depressions and internally drained areas that provide
excellent infiltration of rainwater. The subsequent groundwater recharge is responsible for
baseflow in Black Earth Creek, which is listed by the DNR as an exceptional resource water. The
Black Earth Creek Watershed has been extensively monitored and many best management
practices have been implemented. The DNR, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
United States Geological Survey (USGS), Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Dane
County, and other groups have all played an important role in the analysis and protection of
Black Earth Creek.
The United States Geological Survey (USGS) in 2009 competed a preliminary groundwater model
for the Black Earth Creek Watershed. This model will identify current groundwater flow patterns
throughout the watershed. As part of this research, the USGS will identify recharge areas and
springs and estimate the amount of base-flow within local streams. After completion, the model
will help to quantify the impacts of development and land use changes on groundwater
recharge.
The Black Earth Creek valley encompasses a very scenic portion of the border between the
unglaciated and the glaciated parts of the state. The area is a mix of rolling hills and deeply
dissected ridges and valleys, consisting primarily of farmed ridgetops and bottomlands with
wooded hillsides. Some large prairie, oak opening and oak woodland restoration projects are
already underway. Black Earth Creek is one of the most productive and heavily fished trout
waters in the Midwest. Intensive agriculture and increasing urbanization of the watershed affect
12

water quality and quantity and limit natural trout reproduction. Indian mounds and petroglyphs
can be found in several locations in the valley. In addition to its ecological values, the valley
could provide very significant recreation opportunities for fishing, off road biking, hiking,
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and horseback riding, among other outdoor recreation
activities. Although some public properties, notably fishing access easements, exist within the
valley, with over 400,000 people in the nearby Madison metropolitan area, this place could be
critical to meet growing demands for outdoor recreation.
Lake Marion
Lake Marion is a 15-acre former millpond on the southeastern edge of the Village, between the
railroad and Highway KP. The Village recently converted the lake’s water supply from an aging
diversion dam on Black Earth Creek to a newly constructed high-capacity groundwater well,
installed a new lakebed liner to fix a historic problem of leakage from the manmade
impoundment, and refilled the lake to a maximum depth of 10 feet. The Village manages the
lake primarily as a family recreational fishery with other uses by permission.
Flora and Fauna
The Bureau of Endangered Resources, part of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources,
maintains a database of threatened and endangered species and their locations throughout the
state. The Bureau also maintains the state’s Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI). This program
maintains a database of the status and locations of rare and endangered species found or
potentially found throughout the state. In order to protect these species, their specific locations
are not provided. However, there are both aquatic and terrestrial endangered species and
habitats in multiple locations throughout the Town of Mazomanie, and potentially within or
adjacent to the Village of Mazomanie.
Species
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Black Redhorse
Ornate Box Turtle
Slender Glass Lizard
Regal Fritillary
Butterfly (Mussel)
Sheepnose
Higgins' Eye
Yellow & Slough Sandshells
Pink Milkwort
Pale False Foxglove
Prairie False-dandelion
Prairie Indian-Plantain
Small Forget-me-not
Prairie Turnip
Whip Nutrush
White Camas
October Lady's-tresses
Great Plains Lady’s-tresses
Pickerel Frog
Blanding's Turtle
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Eel
Least Darter
Prairie Deer Mouse
Prairie Vole
Predaceous Diving Beetle
Planthopper
Phyllira Tiger Moth
North American Racer
Gophersnake
Elktoe
Bell's Vireo
Paddlefish
Shoal Chub
Blue Sucker
Prairie Leafhopper
Rock Pocketbook
Monkeyface
Wartyback
Buckhorn
Fawnsfoot
Prairie Parsley
Hill's Thistle
Pale Purple Coneflower
Roundstem Foxglove
Pale Green Orchid
White Lady's-slipper
Purple Milkweed

Habitats
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Floodplain Forest
Southern Sedge Meadow
Calcareous Fen
Wet Prairie
Shrub-carr
Alder Thicket
Springs and Spring Runs, Hard
Stream—Slow, hard, warm
Dry-mesic Prairie

Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Inventory, April 2019
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V. Needs Analysis and Parks Standards
A. 2020 Community Survey Results
The following survey results are taken from a survey conducted in the first quarter of 2020 as
part of the Village’s updating of both its Comprehensive “Smart Growth” Plan and this
Community Outdoor Recreation Plan. The Survey Research Center (SRC) at the University of
Wisconsin – River Falls conducted the survey for the Village as part of its effort to obtain broad
public participation in the plan update process.
In mid-January 2020, the SRC mailed surveys to 749 Village of Mazomanie households and nonresident property owners for which mailing addresses were available. The initial mailing
contained a cover letter describing the purpose of the survey, a questionnaire, and a postagepaid return envelope. A URL to an identical online version of the mailed survey was provided in
the cover letter for those who preferred to complete the survey electronically.
A postcard reminder was sent to non-respondents two weeks after the initial mailing and this
was followed by a second questionnaire in mid-February. An informational flyer was included in
the second mailing of the survey advertising a community visioning meeting held on February
26, 2020. The purpose of the community meeting was to provide general information about the
Comprehensive Plan, explain why it is being updated, and invite people to get involved. The data
collection time frame was 7½ weeks and was completed prior to the governor’s March 12
declaration of the COVID-19 public health emergency.
The response exceeded expectations and surpassed the goal of 247 responses needed for a
confidence interval of plus/minus 5%, which is a widely accepted standard for statistical
analysis. Out of 693 delivered surveys, the SRC received 322 usable surveys which were
completed by mail (293) or online (29). The response rate was 46%. With 322 completed
surveys, the results provided in this report are expected to be accurate to within plus/minus 4
percent with 95 percent confidence. The full survey and results are included as Appendix A.
Recreational Opportunities
Lion’s Park and Lake Marion Park are the most heavily used of the Village’s park and outdoor
recreational facilities. One question asked respondents to identify the recreational activities in
which members of their household engaged. The most popular activity was walking/running,
with 75 percent of Village households participating. Biking and picnicking came in a near second
and third place with 50 percent and 49percent, respectively, closely followed by fishing at 46
percent
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Table 3.5 In which of the following recreational activities do you or members of your household
participate? (Multiple Choices Allowed)

Activity

Percentage

Running/Walking
Bicycling
Picnic/Cookout
Fishing
Swimming

75
50
49
46
40

Dog Exercising
Bird/Wildlife Viewing
Hunting
Athletics

39
39
33
28

Winter Sports
Paddle Sports
Snowmobiling
Other

23
18
8
8

Trail Connections
Survey respondents were asked whether the Village should consider cooperating with other
communities regarding an expanded trail/pedestrian system to other areas of Dane County.
Eighty percent of respondents either agreed or strongly agreed that the Village should
cooperate with other municipalities in regard to the trail system
Table 3.6 The Village should consider cooperating with other communities regarding an expanded
multiuse recreational trail system for this region.

Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
No Opinion

Percentage
34%
46%
4%
3%
12%

Natural Resources
Village Residents were presented with a list of four natural resource items and asked how
important it is to use planning and regulations to address each item. Respondents showed that
they place a high level of importance on the protection of both surface water and groundwater
quality. More than ninety percent of Village respondents indicated that it was important or very
important to protect these two resources. Two other questions related to Black Earth Creek and
its floodplain. A majority of respondents favored enhancing Black Earth Creek as a recreational
amenity. A clear majority of 63% regarded favored removal of existing structures from the
Creek’s floodplain, while 15 percent said that it was unimportant or very unimportant and 23
percent had no opinion.
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Table 3.7 How important is it for local planning and zoning to address the following:

Remove existing
structures from
within the
floodplain of
Black Earth
Creek
Protect groundwater quality
Protect surface
water quality
Enhance Black
Earth Creek as a
recreational
amenity

Very
Important

Important

Unimportant

Very
Unimportant

No Opinion

23%

40%

12%

3%

23%

61%

30%

1%

0%

7%

53%

37%

2%

1%

8%

23%

40%

14%

5%

18%

Table 3.8 How do you feel about the number of park and open space areas in the Village?

Too Few
About Right

10%
78%

Too Many
No Opinion

3%
9%

Table 3.9 Are there areas of the Village that need more park area? *Multiple Choices Allowed*

No
Along Black Earth Creek

38%
27%

Lake Marion
South of Highway 14

22%
20%

New Subdivisions
North Side of Village

17%
8%

East Side of Village
Enchanted Forest Subdivision

8%
7%

Downtown
Elementary School

5%
4%
17

Other
Crocker and Wall streets

4%
3%

West Side of Village

3%

Table 3.10 Which of the following facilities need improvement (or new construction)? *Multiple Choices
Allowed*

Sledding Hills

31%

Walking Paths
Black Earth Creek
Mazomanie Bluff
Bike Paths
Playground Equipment
Other
Basketball Courts
Tennis Courts
Picnic Areas
Baseball Fields
Cross Country Skiing Trails
Soccer Fields
Promenade
Splash Pad

29%
28%
26%
23%
22%
17%
16%
15%
14%
11%
6%
6%
5%
2%

Table 3.11 Should the county and DNR be encouraged to develop trails in adjacent public lands?

Village
Yes
Maybe

57%
25%

No Opinion

12%

No

6%

B. Establishment of Park and Open Space Planning Standards
This section of the CORP deals with two types of standards: minimum acreage requirements,
and activity. The first is accomplished by assigning a gross acreage requirement for each 1,000
persons in the community. The gross space standards serve as a general guide to the amount of
park land and gross open space to be provided.
The previously adopted standard was 15 acres of park land per thousand residents based on
previous Dane County standards. The County did not renew or establish any minimum goals for
acres per 1,000 persons in subsequent POSPs adopted in 2006, 2012 and 2018. The Village,
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therefore, has had the option of establishing a standard suited to the Village’s specific needs
and wants for the future. The Parks and Recreation Committee consensus at a public review
meeting in 2009 was that current park space in the Village was adequate and the standard
should reflect the ratio of acres per 1,000 persons currently existing in the Village. This 2020
update of the CORP, consistent with current community opinion that park space in the Village
remains adequate, renews that standard, and uses the Wisconsin DOA 2019 estimate of 1,679
as the base population.
Gross Acreage Requirements
For Neighborhood through Community Parks the ratio is 33.37 acres per 1,000. For natural and
conservancy areas it is 24.25 acres per 1,000†. Standards were rounded to closest tenth
resulting in standards of 33.4 acres/1,000 for parks and 24.25 acres per 1,000 for nature and
conservancy areas.
These standards are reflected in the following two tables. Total acreage needs and supply are
reflected in Table 5.1. Activity-related standards and acreage breakdown by park type are
included in Table 5.2 and are expressed in terms of number of people per activity, such as one
baseball diamond per 1,000 people. Other activities, as they relate to the community are also
noted.
Table 3.12 Existing and Forecast Standard Park Acreage Minimums *
Year

Population
Estimate

Land Needed

Land Supply **

New Required

2000
2008
2010
2014
2019
2025
2030
2035
2040

1,485
1,624
1,652
1,664
1,679
1,780
1,825
1,850
1,865

49.6 acres
54.2 acres
55.2 acres
55.6 acres
56 acres
59.5 acres
61 acres
62 acres
62 acres

49.7 acres
54.2 acres
54.2 acres
54.2 acres
54.2 acres
54.2 acres
54.2 acres

- 0.1 acres
0.0 acres
0.2 acres
1.4 acres
3.6 acres
5.3 acres
6.8 acres

* Source: Wisconsin Dept. of Administration—2000, 2010 actual figures; 2014-2040 projections
** Designated park space only—does not include conservancy land.

Table 3.13 Existing Park Facilities and Planning Standards
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Existing Facilities Per Thousand Population
Planning Standards Units per Thousand
Current Surplus/Deficit
Total Required (Year 2030)
Assessable Amenities to Meet Planning
Standard (Year 2030)

Facilities Owned By Other Entities
Mazomanie Elementary/Wisconsin Heights SD
Walking Iron County Park
Totals

Nature Areas/Conservancies (N/C)
Enchanted Forest Conservancy
Forest Edge Detention Basin
Lake Marion
Conservancy Bluff
Whitechapel Greenway
Eva Wolf Conservancy
Totals
Acres per Thousand Population
Planning Standard/1,000 Pop.
Current Surplus/Deficit
Required Acreage to Meet Standard (Year 2030)
Assessable Acreage Needed to Meet Proposed
Standard (Year 2030)

Community Park (CP)
Lions Park
Lake Marion Park
Westland Promenade
Totals
Acres per Thousand Population
Planning Standard/1,000 Pop.
Current Surplus/Deficit
Required Acreage to meet Standard (Year 2030)
Assessable Acreage Needed to Meet Proposed
Standard (Year 2030)

Playlots and Neighborhood Parks (NP)
Appleby Circle Park
Pheasant Ridge Run Park
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4
2.46
2.50
3
4.87
1

0

1

1

1

0
1.85
2.00
0.25
3.89

0

0

2
1.23
1.25
0.03
2.43

0

0

2

3

0

2

Basketball

3

0

Baseball/
Softball Tennis

128.4
76.5
57.65
31.6

6
287
294

0

22.6
1.7
27
13.5
1.6
6.2
72.6
43.24
24.25
31.9
44.3

5.2

31
17
4.5
55.8
33.23
33.40
0.2
61

1.3
2

Acres

0

0

3

3

0

2.43

3
1.85
1.25

Soccer

2
2

0

2
2

1

4
2.46
2.50
0.06
4.87

Trails

1

1

0

2

2

1
1

1

3
1.85
2.00
0.25
3.89

Playground

0

0

1

1

1
0.62
N/A
N/A
N/A

Pools

0

0

3
1
2
6

1

6
3.69
3.75
0.09
7.30

Shelter

0

0

2

2

0

0.03
2.43

2
1.23

Facilities

4

21
12.93
13.00
0.11
25.30

2

2

0

8
5
6
19

2
2

Park
Furniture

VI.

Review of Relevant Plans

A.
Summary of Past Outdoor Recreation Plans
The most recent predecessor to this plan was the Village of Mazomanie Outdoor Recreation
Plan adopted in 2015. The 2015 plan established park and outdoor recreation objectives and
policies for the Village. Many of these remain a part of this updated 2020 CORP, although
supported with current demographics and community attitudes and expanded direction for
local growth and sustainable development
B.
“Mazo 2020” Village of Mazomanie Economic Positioning Strategy
This document, adopted by the Village in January 2016 after consultation with major local
institutions, presents a clear vision for the community that can help guide public and private
decision-making toward a vibrant and sustainable future. Mazo 2020 recognizes the strategic
importance of developing new outdoor recreation opportunities to retain residents, attract
visitors, and bring new business downtown. It calls for community action to make Mazomanie
a recreational hub to the region and serve as a land and water crossroads for a wide variety of
activities such as biking, hiking, climbing, hunting, fishing, paddle sports, horseback riding,
camping, cross country skiing, and snowmobiling. Developed after construction of Wolf Run Trail
in 2013-2015, Mazo 2020 urges development of additional trails and regional trail connections
to Middleton as well as to Great Sauk State Trail and Devil's Lake State Park.
C.
Village of Mazomanie Lake Marion Long-Term Management Plan
The Lake Marion Management Plan adopted by the Village in December 2014 followed a study
prepared for the Village of Mazomanie in 2010 by students of the UW-Madison Water
Resources Management Practicum under the leadership of Professor Kenneth Potter,
Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering. The 2010 WRM Report served as a basis for
earlier decisions surrounding Lake Marion, dam removal, and local Black Earth Creek river
restoration and trails projects through 2014. In July 2014, the Village of Mazomanie established
the long-term goal to maintain Lake Marion as a family recreational fishery. The 2014 study and
management plan built upon the 2010 WRM Report to further investigate gaps in information
such as sediment and seepage studies; to assess feasibility of alternative management actions;
to present project scenarios that the Village could pursue to take immediate action on to reach
the plan’s goals and objectives; as well as to discuss long-term operation and management
needs for maintaining the resource in perpetuity.
D.
Dane County Parks and Open Space Plan (POSP) 2018-2023
The Dane County Parks and Open Space Plan is intended to identify “significant cultural,
historical and natural resources” to be considered for possible protection, preservation, or
restoration. The Plan also identifies countywide recreational needs. The Plan primarily focuses
on parks and trails owned by the County. Several of these facilities are located near the Village
of Mazomanie.
The current Dane County POSP, adopted in 2018, pointed out population trends important to
planning the future county recreation needs and relevant to the Village’s CORP. From 20102017, the population in Dane County increased by 36,714 people (+7.52%), which was more
than any other county in the state. The City of Madison was estimated to have the fastest
proportional change (+7.23%) and the largest numeric change (+16,864 people) in population
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from 2010-2017 among large cities in Wisconsin. By 2040, the Wisconsin Demographic Service
Center projects the population of Dane County to be 606,620*; an increase of approximately
24.3%, one of the highest expected growth rates in the state.
• By 2040, the largest increases are expected to be in residents over the age of 65, with 22.5 out of every 10 residents in Dane County are projected to be over the age of 65.:
Dane County will have approximately 121,470 people over the age of 65 by 2040,
according to the Department of Health Services, Division of Long Term Care 2015 data.
the elderly demographic is growing at a rate 3 times as rapidly as youth groups. The
Dane County POSP recommendations include:
• The continued projected growth of the 65 and older county population supports the ongoing
priority to develop more trail and passive recreation activities and maintain current rural
landowner relationships on priority acquisition projects.
• Retirement age population projections are of particular interest to Dane County Parks as they
provide the majority of volunteer help and oftentimes lead school and youth activities. Engaging
youth to take an early interest in parks and conservation is critical to the long-term success of
the park system.
• Youth oriented facilities should continue to be a priority for Dane County Parks as projections
show increases in youth age groups by 2040.
• Dane County has one of the highest and most diverse ethnic populations in south central
Wisconsin. The Hispanic population is the fastest growing ethnic group in Dane County, and
bilingual signage and website information should be considered.
Black Earth Creek Natural Resource Area (Towns of Black Earth, Berry, Mazomanie, Cross
Plains, Middleton, 94 acres)
Black Earth Creek is nationally known for its excellent trout fishing. Some of the lands along the
creek are owned by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources as public fishing and
wildlife habitat areas. Future land acquisitions would seek to fill in the gaps between existing
publicly owned lands and to protect the scenic quality of the stream corridor. The Dane County
Regional Planning Commission completed a project plan for Black Earth Creek in 2003 that was
adopted by the Dane County Board. A master plan for the Sunnyside property was completed in
2010. The City of Middleton is working with a variety of partners on the creation of an Olympic
winter sports training facility west of the Pleasant View golf course. Dane County recently
announced plans to purchase an adjacent 79 acres now privately owned to add to the BEC NRA.
The Dane County POSP recommendations within or near the Village of Mazomanie include:
• Continue working with Groundswell Conservancy on its identified priority areas within the
project boundary, including acquisition of conservation easements from ridge top to ridge top
between Cross Plains and Mazomanie.
• Investigate allowing hunting on county lands adjacent to Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources public hunting grounds where compatible with other park uses.
• Continue to foster planning of the future Black Earth Creek Trail (formerly known as the Good
Neighbor Trail).
Walking Iron County Park (Town of Mazomanie, 288 acres)
Walking Iron County Park is located in northwestern Dane County adjacent to the Village of
Mazomanie. The park contains native sand prairies and a segment of Black Earth Creek. Access
to the park is primarily through the Lions Park in the Village of Mazomanie. Extensive restoration
efforts are being undertaken to restore prairie and woodland forests.
The Dane County POSP recommendations within or near the Village of Mazomanie include:
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• Prepare a master plan to further investigate how recreation and stewardship activities at this
park can be improved and enhanced.
• Explore expansion of equestrian trails into newly acquired lands as available and consider
possible connection to Blackhawk state riding area.
• Continue to work with Friends and Wisconsin DNR on concepts of trail connections to the
Lower Wisconsin Riverway.
Walking Iron Natural Resource Area (Town of Mazomanie, 2,688.1 acres)
In 2008 Dane County acquired over 1,000 acres of property known previously as 7A Farms in the
Town of Mazomanie. This property provides a continuous connection of public land between
Walking Iron County Park and WDNR Lower Wisconsin Riverway lands to the north. The
connection of these areas will create a premier corridor that supports a wide diversity of wildlife
and habitat types while also offering many recreational opportunities. The property hosts
Wisconsin River backwater and shoreland communities as well as large tracts of working
farmlands. Flocks of sandhill cranes use the property as a staging site for fall migration, and each
fall several thousand cranes gather here. On at least one occasion, whooping cranes have also
stopped here in the spring. An area north of Walking Iron County Park hosts a scrub oak forest
and could be considered an oak- barren ecological type, and has the potential to support ornate
box turtles, an endangered species. An old glacial lake of some 200 acres, now drained, may
easily be restored to a productive wetland. In addition, a half-mile of Marsh Creek meanders
through a wide riparian corridor. Interior ditches throughout the project area and seasonally
flooded crop fields provide outstanding waterfowl habitat. The Wisconsin DNR, Natural Heritage
Land Trust and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are potential future conservation partners in this
river region.
The Dane County POSP recommendations within or near the Village of Mazomanie include:
• Continue to work with volunteers and partners on trail-connectivity between Walking Iron
Park and the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.
• Continue ongoing vegetation restoration and habitat improvement projects throughout the
project area.
Walking Iron Wildlife Area (Town of Mazomanie, 911.3 acres)
Located north of Walking Iron County Park and the Village of Mazomanie, this property can be
accessed off a gravel parking lot at the intersection of CTH Y and Amenda Road, and from two
additional gravel parking lots on Amenda Road. The Dane County Conservation League provided
a substantial donation that allowed parking lots and boundary signage to be installed. Lands
east of CTH Y are primarily grassland restoration and crop fields. Lands north of Amenda Road
contain a small woodlot, crop fields and drainage ditches that can offer fantastic waterfowl
hunting and observation. Lands south of Amenda Road are being restored to oak savanna and
offer excellent deer and turkey hunting.
Morton Forest County Park (Town of Black Earth, 113.9 acres)
Morton Forest, named after its benefactor Steve Morton, opened in 2016 and offers passive
recreational use in a quiet and tranquil setting. The Forest is located about 2.5 miles south of
the Village of Mazomanie and offers year-round hiking trails and two outstanding vistas looking
over the countryside.
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Black Earth Creek Water Trail
Black Earth Creek is one of several water resources in Dane County that provide water trail
opportunities. Most of the water trail development in the County is spearheaded by Capital
Water Trails Ltd. Recommendations in the POSP for water trails include: The County’s role will
be to continue acquiring future lands that provide public access for parking and canoe/kayak
launching to navigable waterways. Dane County Parks may also construct small gravel parking
lots and trailhead facilities as staff and budgets allow. Development, signing and maintenance of
these water trails will be carried out by volunteer organizations.
Middleton to Mazomanie Trail and Mazomanie to Great Sauk State Trail
A long-term vision supported by Dane County is for a regional bicycle-pedestrian trail system
connecting major population centers to County park facilities and other trails and allowing
winter snowmobile use where appropriate. Two trails are envisioned to connect to the Village of
Mazomanie as part of this plan: the Middleton to Mazomanie trail through the Black Earth Creek
corridor and the Mazomanie to Great Sauk State Trail, via a Lower Wisconsin State River bridge
crossing, and to Devil’s Lake State Park. The first constructed Dane County segment, Wolf Run
Trail, a two-mile, year-round multiuse recreational trail connecting the Village of Mazomanie to
Wisconsin Heights High School, was funded in part by Dane County in partnership with Wolf Run
Association, a local community nonprofit organization. In 2016 Dane County Executive Joe Parisi
established a $1 million county fund to support private property agreements for construction of
new segments of the trail and in support of regional economic growth.
Dane County is now in active discussion with WDNR, WisDOT, and Wisconsin & Southern
Railroad to develop the seven-mile rail corridor from Mazomanie to the Wisconsin River,
trackage no long used for through rail traffic, as a rails-to-trail conversion project sponsored by
Dane County as the Walking Iron Trail. The rail corridor passes between the 2300-acre
Mazomanie Recreation Area and 835-acre Black Hawk Ridge Area of the state Lower Wisconsin
State Riverway. In 2019, Sauk and Dane counties co-funded an engineering feasibility study of a
new recreational bridge to replace the former rail bridge at Sauk City, dismantled in 2018, in
order to connect Great Sauk State Trail and Walking Iron Trail for bike, pedestrian and
snowmobile use. The study found the 500-foot span feasible from an engineering standpoint
and estimated the total cost of construction at $8 million.
Recommendations in the POSP for this trail network include:
• Work with the Gateway to The Driftless regional economic development partnership and
other community stakeholders to review existing plan and identify update opportunities.
• Update trail vision and standards based on input from stakeholders and local units of
government.
• Consider rename of entire Middleton to Mazomanie trail segment to Black Earth Creek Trail to
foster seamless identity and renewed planning environment, and
• Prepare a phased implementation plan that includes land acquisition recommendations.
Prairie and Oak Savanna Sites
The amended Dane County Parks and Open Space Plan 1990-1995 recommended that the
county support and assist in completing an inventory of prairie and oak savanna sites, notify
landowners and local governments of site locations and promote better awareness of these
important natural environments. The Prairie Enthusiasts is now developing a database of known
prairie and savanna remnants. Its goal is to inform the owners of the existence of these
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remnants and work with them on restoration, management, and protection if the owners so
choose. Dane County’s role in this initiative is to work with non-profit conservation
organizations and land trusts, such as the Prairie Enthusiasts and Groundswell Conservancy, as
well as with local units of governments and the WDNR, in funding the acquisition of
identified sites through the Dane County Conservation Fund. The county should also investigate
opportunities to expand these sites through proposed phosphorus reduction projects in the
north Mendota watershed.
E.

2019 Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources prepares a 5-year outdoor recreation plan that
includes significant planning information that is pertinent to the Village plan. This plan also
includes valuable survey data pertaining to the amount and trends of outdoor recreation
activities occurring across the state and south-central region. The 2019 SCORP survey identified
the top five outdoor activities in Wisconsin as walking/hiking, fishing, hunting, bicycling, and
camping. In terms of participation frequency, top 10 activities among survey respondents were:
picnicking/tailgating/cookout (74%); hiking/walking/running on trails (68%),visiting a
beach/beak walking (65%); bird/wildlife watching at home (55%); swimming in
lakes/ponds/rivers (54%); visiting a nature center (52%); motor boating (45%); lake fishing from
shore or a pier (40%); bird/wildlife watching away from home (39%); lake fishing from a
boat/canoe/kayak and nature photography (tied, 37%). The 2019 SCORP identified the following
statewide outdoor recreation needs: places near population centers; trails; water access –
shoreline and boat launches; camping opportunities; dog parks and exercise areas, and target
shooting ranges. Needs identified for the Southern Gateways region, south-central part of the
state and encompasses Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Lafayette, Richland,
Rock and Sauk Counties, were:
• ATV/UTV riding
• Bicycling – bicycle touring/road riding and mountain biking/off-road biking
• Bird or wildlife watching
• Camping – developed and primitive
• Canoeing or kayaking Fishing
• Gather mushrooms, berries, etc.
• Hiking, walking, trail running, backpacking Motor boating (inc. waterski/tubing, personal
• watercraft) Picnicking Snowshoeing
• Swimming in lakes and rivers
Western Coulees and Ridges Master Planning
WDNR owns or holds easements on more than 35,000 acres along trout and smallmouth bass
streams in the Driftless Area. The department is conducting master planning at the regional level
based on Ecological Landscapes. The Village of Mazomanie and its environs are part of the
designated Western Coulees and Ridges eco-region. Master planning for this region, replacing
the previous Driftless Area Streams Master Planning program, was scheduled by the agency to
be one of the next regions planned but is likely to be delayed due to restrictions on field work as
WDNR reevaluates work priorities and schedules in response to COVID-19.The WDNR's River
Planning Grant program is a potential source of funding to the Village to develop a
comprehensive, long term outdoor recreation development plan that would encompass lower
Black Earth Creek, Lake Marion, the regional trails, Lion's Park, Walking Iron Park, etc., and
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create opportunities for project partnerships with WDNR, Dane County, and other sources of
grant funding.
Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Master Planning
The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway stretches along the Wisconsin River from Prairie du Sac to
the Mississippi River. The property includes miles of river shoreline and sandbars, and also
includes acres of prairies, bluffs, woodlands, and wetlands. The Black Hawk Ridge, Ferry Bluff,
Mazomanie, and Arena & Cassel Prairie units are included. Recreation opportunities range from
hunting, trapping, and fishing, to canoeing, kayaking, sandbar camping, bird watching, and berry
picking. The department’s master planning process focuses on the approximately 45,000 acres
owned by the WDNR. The 2016 update to the master plan includes concepts--all supported by
the Village of Mazomanie--for an enhanced trail network on state lands between the Village and
the river and a riverside day use area in the Mazo Beach area; improvements to the Arena Boat
landing serving paddlers, and further evaluation of an equestrian route envisioned to connect
Blackhawk and Walking Iron County Park as well as a proposed target shooting range on LWSR
land.
Great Sauk State Trail
The Great Sauk State Trail is the most prominent investment in outdoor recreation for all of
Sauk County. In 2007, the Sauk County Board of Supervisors first pledged their support of a
multi-use trail through the Villages of Sauk City and Prairie du sac. It took another seven years
before the next resolution had passed, this time authorizing an Intergovernmental Agreement
creating a trail development commission. The expansion of the trail has progressed at a rapid
pace but still cannot keep up with the demand to see the Great Sauk State Trail bisect the
entirety of Sauk County. To date, over $3.25 million has been allocated for the trail. Funding has
been provided from traditional State and local agencies along with over $650,000 from the
Friends of the Great Sauk State Trail and another $560,000 from proceeds of the sales of
salvaged trail material. The current trail system in Sauk County is comprised of two segments.
On October 19, 2017, the first segment of the Great Sauk State Trail was officially opened. The
Prairie du Sac | Sauk City Segment (5.17 miles) begins at the southern boundary of the former
Badger Army Ammunition Plant, traverses downtown Prairie du Sac, continues through Sauk
City and concludes at the site of the proposed Wisconsin River Recreation Bridge to Walking Iron
Trail in Dane County discussed above.. This segment represents an urban section of trail that can
coincide with downtown place-making and economic development initiatives. Just over one
year later, On October 26, 2018, the second segment of the Great Sauk State Trail, the Badger
Segment, was opened. The Badger Segment (6.75 miles) begins just south of Devil’s Lake State
Park and concludes at the southern boundary of the former Badger Army Ammunition Plant.
Construction will begin on the expansion of this segment through what is known as the Wye, a
portion of rail line that was used to transfer loads moving from north to south. Once complete
through the Wye, the Great Sauk State Trail will be at the foot of Devils Lake State Park,
ensuring a huge bump in usage.
D.
Village of Mazomanie Comprehensive Plan
The Village of Mazomanie adopted a Comprehensive Plan in compliance with the state Smart
Growth Law in 2009. The Comprehensive Plan establishes a 20-year community vision for
growth and the following goals for Recreation, Open Space and Environmental Resources:

26

To provide adequate permanent open space throughout the Village for outdoor
recreation, environmental protection and to encourage the same with the neighboring
municipalities.
• To recognize the natural environment of the Black Earth Creek watershed and ensure
that the health and stability of this resource system are maintained.
The Village’s 10-year update of the Comp Plan is currently underway and, as required by state
law, the review and amendment process, includes broad public participation. The update is
scheduled to be completed by the end of 2020.
•

VII.

Existing Resources and Facilities

A.

Inventory of Existing Parks and Open Spaces

Playlots and Neighborhood Parks
Appleby Circle Park (1.3 acres)

Located inside Appleby Circle, on the southern side of the Village. This small park includes a free
play field and playground and is surrounded by residences.
Facilities: Picnic Tables, Swings, Sliding Board, Sandbox, Bench, Teeter Totter
Pheasant Ridge Run Park (2.0 acres) Located at the intersection of Emily Road and Ridge Drive
in the Pheasant Ridge Run subdivision. This park contains a playground and also serves as a
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stormwater management facility.
Facilities: Two playsets, swings, and benches
Community Parks
Lions Park (18.0 Acres)

This community park is located on the northwestern side of the Village, adjacent to Walking Iron
County Park. A portion of Black Earth Creek lies along the northern park boundary. Walking
Iron County Park is located immediately adjacent to the northwest of Lion’s Club Park.
Facilities: Three (3) Baseball Diamonds, Two (2) Basketball Courts, Two (2) Playground Areas,
Three (3) Tennis Courts, Swimming Pool, Splash Pad, Two (2) restroom facilities, Skate Park,
Three (3) Shelters, and two (2) soccer fields.
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Lake Marion Park (17 Acres)

In 2019 the Village completed restoration of the 15-acre former millpond that has served the
area as a family fishery since its construction in 1855. The lake park is open to the public for
fishing, picnicking, walking the 1.3-mile shoreline, and wildlife viewing. A handicapped fishing
pier is maintained by the Wisconsin River Sportsmen’s Club. Paddle and sail craft are allowed,
from a public launch site at the south end of the lake adjacent to the pump house. Swimming
and wading are not permitted. The Village is considering additional development of the 44-acre
property for multi-use recreational purposes. The remaining 27 acres outside the developed
lake park is classified as Conservancy property in this plan.
Facilities: Picnic Shelter, Fishing Pier, shelter, two off-street parking areas, benches, and picnic
tables.
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Lake Marion Trail

This paved bike-ped trail connects downtown Mazomanie to the village’s Lake Marion Park. The
trail includes a 105-foot long boardwalk/bridge and changes 22 feet in elevation throughout its
half-mile length.
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Westland Promenade (4.5 acres)

The Westland Promenade is located Downtown in the center of the Village straddling the
railroad tracks. A master plan for the area was developed in 2006 and partially implemented in
2007 and 2008. The park is planned to be a gathering area for community events including
farmer’s markets, art shows, concerts, and weddings.
Facilities: Three shelters, benches, lighting, landscaped and lawn areas, historical kiosks, and
walking paths
Conservancy Parks and Greenways
Enchanted Forest Conservancy (22.6 acres) This steep-sloped wooded area in two parcels was
dedicated for open space as part of the Enchanted Forest Plat and subdivision.
Forest Edge Detention Basin (1.7 acres)
This stormwater management handles stormwater for the Enchanted Forest Subdivision.
Conservancy Bluff (13.5 acres) A heavily forested and steeply sloped area that is adjacent to
Lake Marion. It offers scenic views from the downtown and Westland Promenade area to and
the surrounding area from the top of bluff.
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Whitechapel Greenway (1.6 acres) This drainageway provides for area drainage and is part of
the local snowmobile trail network.
Eva Wolf Conservancy (6.2 acres) This undeveloped, wooded area lies between Black Earth
Creek, Halfway Prairie Creek, and the Wisconsin & Southern Railroad wye track between the
Wolf Run Trail bridge and the Hudson Road bridge.
B.

Facilities Owned by Other Entities

Walking Iron County Park (288 acres) Village Entrance: 636 Hudson Road Parking Lot Entrance:
6064 Beckman Road. Entrance to Horse Trails: 10645 Segebrecht Road.
This regional park is located just outside the Village to the northwest, within the Town of
Mazomanie and is adjacent to Lions Park. The northwestern portion of the park contains a
native sand prairie and nature trail along Marsh Creek. Black Earth Creek flows through the
southeastern portion of the park and contains an access road and parking area for Lions Park. An
eight-acre portion of the park is developed for active recreational uses.
Facilities: Hiking and Bridle Trails, Access to Snowmobile Trails, Picnic Area
Mazomanie Elementary School Playground (6.0 acres)

This Wisconsin Heights School District facility serves as a neighborhood playground. It provides
a 4.2-acre playfield south of Black Earth Creek. The playground also includes play apparatus and
an informal ball field.
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Wolf Run Trail

This 2-mile multiuse recreational trail from the Village of Mazomanie to Wisconsin Heights High
School was completed in November 2014. The four-season trail is designed for a variety of
recreational uses. Pedestrian activities, human-powered cycling, inline and roller skating,
skateboarding and human-powered scooters, walking of leashed pets, cross-county skiing,
snowshoeing, and snowmobiling during winters months with adequate snow cover all are
permitted. The trail also gives anglers easy access in season to the recently restored stretch of
lower Black Earth Creek. Wolf Run Trail is made possible by the cooperation of the following
private and public landowners: the Wolf Family through a perpetual easement for the Wolf
Conservancy to the Natural Heritage Land Trust and Dane County; Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources; Wisconsin Department of Transportation; Town of Mazomanie; Natural
Resources Conservation Service, and Wisconsin Heights School District. The trail is managed by
Wolf Run Association. Wolf Run Trail is envisioned as part of a regional trail extending east to
the City of Middleton and northeast to Sauk County and Devil's Lake State Park in the future.
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VIII. 2020 – 2025 Action Plan
Based on identified parks, open space, and recreation needs of residents, the Village has
developed the following 5-year action plan for the 2020 CORP:

A. Lake Marion Park Development

The Lake Marion Long-Term Management Plan adopted by the Village in December 2014 for
the 15-acre constructed former millpond located at the north end of the 44-acre property did
not address the former state fish-rearing pond area at its southern end. The plan established the
first management priority to ensure that water levels at the restored lake, refilled and restocked
in 2019, could be sustained. The plan called for the Village in future to decide whether to refill
and maintain the abandoned ponds as water bodies or develop the area for recreational or
other community purposes.

B. Lions Park Improvements

The Village’s 2020 capital budget includes substantial investments in this community park,
including a new pump and paint for the municipal swimming pool, improvements to the
baseball and softball fields, and new bleachers.

C. Regional Trail Development

The Mazo 2020 Committee, created by the Village as an implementation priority of the 2015
economic positioning study discussed above, is an active partner in the regional public-private
initiative to develop the year-round, multi-use recreational trail envisioned to connect Wolf Run
Trail east to Middleton and north to the Wisconsin River and the Great Sauk Trail with the goals
of improving quality of life and fostering downtown revitalization. The committee also supports
development of an enhanced trail network on state and county lands between the Village and
the Wisconsin River and a day use area and connecting trails at the Mazo Beach area of the
Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.

D. Downtown Mazomanie to Black Earth Creek Connections

ln order to achieve the goals expressed in the 2020 Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
and also the Mazo 2020 Economic Positioning Strategy (Appendix 2), the Village of Mazomanie
should look to find a viable way to connect downtown and trail heads with the Black Earth
Creek. Goals C (Preserve the natural features within the Black Earth Creek watershed) and D
(Provide better pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular access to all parks and recreation facilities) of
the CORP would specifically be addressed. Such connections would also fulfill desires expressed
in the 2020 Community Survey (Appendix 1). Sixty three percent of respondents said it was
"important" or "very important" to "enhance Black Earth Creek as a recreational amenity," and
27 percent said more park or open space was needed "along Black Earth Creek."
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E. Eva Wolf Conservancy
The Village and the Wolf Family have expressed a mutual interest in developing a longterm plan for recreational development of this 6.2-acre undeveloped, wooded Village-

owned property that lies between Black Earth Creek, Halfway Prairie Creek, and the Wisconsin &
Southern Railroad wye track between the Wolf Run Trail bridge and the Hudson Road bridge.

F. Conservancy (Schoolhouse) Bluff

A plan for recreational development of this 13.5-acre heavily forested and steeply sloped area
that is adjacent to Lake Marion Park and offers scenic views of the Village downtown and
Westland Promenade area would respond to the need for recreational facilities on the property
identified by 26 percent of respondents in the 2020 Community Survey (Appendix 1).
Maintenance and Repair
Regular review of existing facilities and proper budgeting of routine maintenance is critical for
maintaining a viable and enjoyable park system. It is recommended that a review be made of all
park facilities on an annual basis to identify maintenance and repair needs and then have
prioritized and budgeted for.
Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities
In order to conform to The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in regard to programs, services,
and facilities a government entity must follow numerous requirements. The Act, as structured,
first defines broad mandates followed by prescriptive technical or physical descriptions on
recognized methods that best achieve the mandates. Title II of the ADA, relating to
requirements of government entities, states that “no qualified disabled individual may be
denied the benefits of services, programs, or activities by state or local governments or their
agencies, nor be excluded from participation in those benefits.” This mandate is supported by
technical requirements in Title III through the ADA Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG).
Simply put, this definition dictates that a government entity currently must have some type of
established program in place to accommodate individuals with disabilities for nearly everything
the entity provides. It further dictates that an accommodation must be “reasonable”. This
includes such issues as readily achievable both physically and financially.
This plan recommends the utilization of adopted accessibility guidelines for the Village of
Mazomanie to minimize interpretation conflicts and in the absence of adopted guidelines the
use of draft guidelines and/ or accommodation programs. Furthermore, it is recommended that
policies be developed between the Village of Mazomanie, Dane County, and the various service
or other organizations that utilize Village Parks and recreational facilities that clearly define the
public accommodation responsibilities for the spaces each occupies.
For a government entity this accommodation can be made through a program or a physical
means. For example, if an existing concession stand counter is not at an accessible height the
government entity may opt to provide food to a wheel-chair bound patron by directly handing it
to them via a side door rather than physically lowering the counter. This flexibility is only
afforded to government entities. Private businesses currently must make physical modifications
retroactively.
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This “flexibility” to accommodation for government entities provides more accessibility options
but also produces a “gray” area as to what constitutes a “reasonable” accommodation. There
are no rules that state unequivocally that one approach be used over another. The U.S. Justice
Department ultimately decides the extent to which an accommodation is “reasonable”. Where
published technical guidelines are avail- able they are strongly recommended to be followed to
minimize conflicting interpretations. Otherwise in the concession example stated above, if this
accommodation was contested in court, it may be acceptable on a temporary basis but not on a
permanent basis. In addition, without a specific policy, regulations relating to government
agencies and those required for service organizations may also produce a similar “gray” area.

IX. Recommendation
The CORP is based on prior Village plans; recent outdoor recreation projects involving Wolf Run
Trail, lower Black Earth Creek, and Lake Marion; results of the 2020 community attitudes survey;
citizen and stakeholder input comments on the draft plan, and discussions with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, Dane County, and other funding sources concerning potential
future outdoor recreation project partnerships.
This CORP is not intended to be a static document; rather, the Plan will continue to evolve as the
Village’s needs and goals change and new priorities are identified. Plan amendments are
common and should be considered part of the planning process between plan adoption and the
next, five-year formal plan update. Amendments must follow the same process as the original
plan as outlined in this section.
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IX.

Appendices

Appendix 1: Village of Mazomanie Public Opinion Survey Report, 2020
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